
February 19, 2015 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/february-19-2015-20271[2/19/2015 7:48:36 AM]

Feb.  19, 2015 in  Visual Life ,

Casting Nets.  (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

February 19, 2015

by GSR Staff,

Jesus called,  'Cast your nets  on the other side!'
As disciples perhaps we too are called to recognize
'the other side' may actually bring us life.

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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February 12, 2015 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/february-12-2015-19711[2/12/2015 7:35:56 AM]

Feb.  12, 2015 in  Visual Life ,

Passing Through.  (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

February 12, 2015

by GSR Staff,

"A stone portal reminds us of where we have been
Passing through will take us to new places.
Do we have the courage to move on?"

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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January 20, 2015 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/january-20-2015-18361[2/4/2015 9:35:53 AM]

Jan.  20, 2015 in  Visual Life ,

An old  hand at the Rosary.  (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

January 20, 2015

by GSR Staff,

"The mysteries rang true in  daily life as bead by bead she prayed for a  broken world."

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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January 8, 2015 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/january-8-2015-17796[1/8/2015 8:31:48 AM]

Jan.  8, 2015 in  Visual Life ,

Lamentation.  (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

January 8, 2015

by GSR Staff,

"Tears flow and so too the anger  at loss.
Peace seems a question.
Can we trust God with  our  anger  and pain?"

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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December 11, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/december-11-2014-16666[1/8/2015 8:42:54 AM]

Dec. 11, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

Ice Dancing (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

December 11, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"A puddle frozen shows the rhythm of life frozen in  time."

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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December 9, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/december-9-2014-16336[12/9/2014 7:55:50 AM]

Dec. 9, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

First Snow on the Trees (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

December 9, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"Winter blankets us with  time to remember and tell the stories that  sustain."

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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November 27, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/november-27-2014-15796[11/28/2014 3:44:10 PM]

Nov. 27, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

Just Us Chickens. (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

November 27, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"Our fears hold us back. It  is sometimes like an unwritten agreement  not to recognize our  gifts or  how loved each person is by God. How can we help each other to know who we are is
a blessing?"

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com

Say thanks ( 3  thanks so far)  
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November 25, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/november-25-2014-15481[11/25/2014 8:48:46 AM]

Nov. 25, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

Evergreen.  (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

November 25, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"The winter  promise of life to come – evergreen!"

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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November 18, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/november-18-2014-15106[1/8/2015 8:44:59 AM]

Nov. 18, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

Cracked (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

November 18, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"Try as we can to fill the cracks in  our  hearts, we must open ourselves to God to do the heavy lifting."

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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November 7, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/november-7-2014-14516[11/7/2014 12:50:15 PM]

Nov. 7, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

Harvest  Time (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

November 7, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"When the harvest is plenty, why are so many people left  hungry?"

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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October 20, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/october-20-2014-13101[10/21/2014 8:19:18 AM]

Oct. 20, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

Autumn Leaf (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

October 20, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"The glory yet  to be revealed comes in  the dying."

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com

Say thanks ( 3  thanks so far)  
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October 9, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/october-9-2014-12451[10/10/2014 8:22:08 AM]

Oct. 9, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

"Heads Bowed Remembering." (Barbara Schwarz,  OP, of the Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y.)

October 9, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"Losses remembered. The promise of new life hangs in  the balance."

- Barbara Schwarz,  OP, whose gallery in  the Ministry of Preaching Through the Arts  of the Sisters of St.  Dominic can be viewed at artafire.homestead.com
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July 8, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/july-8-2014-6291[1/8/2015 8:27:43 AM]

Jul.  8, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

"Searching for the Truth," painting by Barbara Schwarz,  OP, Sisters of St.  Dominic of Amityville, N.Y. (artafire.homstead.com)

July 8, 2014

by GSR Staff,

“If you look for truth, you may find comfort  in  the end; if you look for comfort  you will not get either comfort  or  truth only soft soap and wishful thinking to begin, and in  the end, despair.”

- C.S. Lewis, in  Mere Christianity, Book I:  "Right and Wrong As a Clue to the Meaning of the Universe," Part V, "We Have Cause to Be Uneasy" (1952)
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June 5, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/spirituality/june-5-2014-4161[6/6/2014 8:11:56 AM]

Jun.  5, 2014 in  Visual Life , Spirituality ,

Barbara Schwarz OP, "Spirit Over the Waters," a  painting of the Holy  Spirit as a wild goose.  Schwarz is Dominican Sister  of Amityville, NY.  Her art site  is artafire.homestead.com.

June 5, 2014

by GSR Staff,

[For  Celtic Christians] "The Holy  Spirit was symbolized by the wild goose.  Doves were docile and delicate, but the wild goose was untamable, free,  and unpredictable. Instead of a  soft
coo,  the wild goose was noisy and raucous. And it seemed always to be on the move — on a pilgrimage ordained by the Lord Himself. Jesus said that  those Christians who were led by
the Spirit were like the wind — you don’t know where it comes from and you don’t know where it’s going. A Christian who follows the wild goose is wild and free themselves.  They have
lives that  are less than predictable. They live life to the full (John 10:10).  They are wild and free,  untamable either by society  that  would bind them with  lies or  by religion that  would
chain them with  duty  and obligation."

- from Flight  of the Wild Goose by Bill  Tenny-Brittian
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June 2, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/june-2-2014-3651[6/10/2014 9:05:45 AM]

Jun.  2, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

A wheelbarrow of gathered roses. (Barbara Schwarz,  OSF)

June 2, 2014

by GSR Staff,

“The most precious gift  we can offer  anyone is our  attention.  When mindfulness embraces those we love,  they will blossom like flowers.”

- Thích Nhất  Hạnh

Say thanks ( 20 thanks so far)  

Don't miss a thing!  Sign up for our  weekly email updates.
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May 29, 2014 | Global Sisters Report

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/visual-life/may-29-2014-3606[6/6/2014 8:11:21 AM]

May. 29, 2014 in  Visual Life ,

“Salsify” [Tragopogon porrifolius] (Barbara Schwarz,  OP)

May 29, 2014

by GSR Staff,

"May there be a little  light in  our  darkness,  a  little  faith  in  our  doubt,  a  little  joy in  our  sorrow, a  little  life in  our  dying,  a  little  hope in  our  sadness,  a  little  courage in  our  fear and a little
slow in  our  hurry."

- Macrina Wiederkehr, posted on the Facebook page of the Sisters of St.  Francis of the Holy  Cross Green Bay,  Wis.

Say thanks ( 10 thanks so far)  
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Global Sisters Report | A project of National Catholic Reporter

http://globalsistersreport.org/[4/23/2014 1:44:56 PM]

Easter hope for South Sudan
by Chris  Herlinger,

In a  country effectively  at war,  incongruities about matters  of peace and war are revealing.
Just days before the beginning of Holy  Week, I heard an anti-war song – let’s  call it an anti-war ballad with  rap-like energy – playing on loudspeakers in  a  courtyard at a  Catholic
radio station.
Read more

Welcome to Global Sisters Report!
by Mary Lou  Nolan ,

It's an exciting day for GlobalSistersReport.org, our  first. We're glad you are here, and we hope you find our  reporting about Catholic sisters  and the commentary from them as compelling
as we do. Here's how we got here and where we plan to go.
Read more

Jesus and women: "You are set free"
by Elizabeth Johnson,

Read more
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Jesus and women: "You are set free"
globalsistersreport.org /column/speaking-god/jesus-and-women-you-are-set- f ree-1186

by Elizabeth Johnson

Barbara Schwarz, OP, "Jesus and the Bent Over Woman," acrylic on canvas, 2014.

Part one of a two-part series.

There is a powerf ul scene in the gospels that shows in a f lash how lif e-giving the encounter between
Jesus and women can be. As Luke tells the story:

Jesus was teaching in one of  the synagogues on the Sabbath, and a woman came in who had been
crippled by a spirit f or 18 years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus
saw her, he called her f orward and said to her, “Woman, you are set f ree f rom your inf irmity.” Then he
put his hands on her, and immediately she stood up straight and began to praise God. (Luke 13:10-
13)

Notice the setting: a holy place where the community gathers on the Sabbath day. Notice, too, the
position of  Jesus: f ront and center, the f amous teacher instructing the group. It is a solemn moment.
The woman slips in quietly. She is nobody important. For almost two decades she has moved through

http://globalsistersreport.org/column/speaking-god/jesus-and-women-you-are-set-free-1186


the world stooped over, crippled by a terrible handicap, a pit if ul f igure in the eyes of  her neighbors.
Unless she makes a great ef f ort, all she sees as she moves through her lif e is the ground or the
f loor. Now she just wants to listen and pray.

But Jesus notices. He could have gone on with his teaching, but, as we are told in other stories, a
f eeling of  compassion wells up in his heart. He stops mid-stream, turning f ull attention her way. In
f ront of  the whole assembly he calls her f orth, reaches out, and his powerf ul words and healing
touch bring strength to her twisted spine. “Woman, you are set f ree!”

Imagine how it f elt to stand up straight, to lif t up her head, to look around and see f aces instead of
the ground. A new way of  lif e opens bef ore her. And this woman knew whom to thank. She praises
God f or showing her such tender mercy through the kindness of  this prophet and teacher, Jesus of
Nazareth.

Christian women today read this story as a revelation of  what their relationship with Jesus can bring
about. Bent over by many f orces, they f ind his powerf ul compassion a spur to liberation, enabling
them to stand up straight. Women scholars are discovering that there are many scenes like this in the
New Testament that show Jesus’ love f or women, his concern f or their well-being, and his f reeing
ef f ect on their lives. But over the centuries the power of  these stories has of ten been ignored
because the men who preach and teach usually do not appreciate the suf f ering that women bear.
What are some?

Burdens

Society: Consider these U.N. statistics: women, who f orm half  of  the world’s population, work three-
f ourths of  the world’s working hours; receive one-tenth of  the world’s salary; own one percent of
the world’s land; f orm two-thirds of  illiterate adults; and together with their dependent children f orm
three-f ourths of  the world’s starving people.

To make a bleak picture worse, women are subject to domestic violence at home and are raped,
prostituted, traf f icked into sexual slavery and murdered by men to a degree that is not reciprocal.
Regarding education, employment and other social goods, men have advantages simply by being
born male. Racial and ethnic prejudices add f urther disadvantage to women, as does class privilege
that disrespects women who are poor. Every culture has dif f erent dynamics. But it is always women
who are regarded as of  least value.

This situation, called sexism, or prejudice against women because of  their sex, is rampant on a global
scale. To point this out is not to make women into a class of  victims but to underscore statistics that
make clear the struggles women f ace in society because of  their gender. In no country on earth are
women and men yet treated in an equal manner bef itt ing their human dignity.

In 1995 the United Nations held a conf erence on women in Beijing, China. An historic event, it was the
f irst gathering attended by women f rom every nation in the world. On that occasion Pope John Paul II
wrote a Letter to Women strongly supporting the conf erence’s agenda of  social equality:

As far as personal rights are concerned, there is an urgent need to achieve real equality
in every area: equal pay for equal work, protection for working mothers, fairness in career
advancement, equality of spouses with respect to family rights and the recognition of
everything that is part of the rights and duties of citizens in a democratic state. This is
matter of justice, but also of necessity. (Letter to Women at the Beijing Conference, July
1995, par. 4)

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_29061995_women_en.html


This was a most welcome letter, putting the Catholic Church squarely in league with women’s struggle
f or justice. The movement to obtain equality f or women in law and culture is actually a movement f or
social justice in accord with Catholic social teaching. This in turn is based on the truth that women,
like men, are created in the image and likeness of  God, and should live with the dignity bef itt ing all
human persons.

However, there are problems in the church itself  that the pope did not address.

Church: Christianity took shape in the culture of  the Roman Empire where elite men held power over
lesser men, women, children and slaves. This social structure, called patriarchy (rule of  the f ather), is
a pyramid-shaped arrangement where power is always in the hands of  a dominant man or group of
men. As the church grew and became established, its leaders adopted this pattern f or its own internal
lif e. Within this system, some men may be very respectf ul of  women and even love them. But women
are of  necessity placed in unequal, predetermined roles. Men teach and decide; women listen and
obey.

The church ref lects this inequality in all of  its aspects. Sacred texts, religious symbols, doctrines,
moral teachings, canon laws, rituals and governing of f ices are all designed and led by men. Even God
is imagined most of ten as a powerf ul patriarch in heaven ruling the earth and its peoples. In turn, this
sacred patriarchy justif ies the rule of  men over women in f amily and the wider society.

While the histories are dif f erent, a similar pattern af f licts all the world’s religions.

Theology in women’s voices

In view of  these burdens, women theologians today are discovering that the power of  encounter with
Jesus is liberating. His words to the f irst-century woman echo down through the centuries: “Woman,
you are set f ree.”

The f act that there are women theologians noticing this at all is a startling development. For 2,000
years almost all Christian theology has been done by men. Af ter the Second Vatican Council (1962-
1965) opened the study of  theology to lay persons in the church, many women began to be educated
in this f ield. The work of  theology, as Anselm of  Canterbury f amously def ined it, is “f aith seeking
understanding.” The goal of  this thinking is to shed light on f aith’s meaning so it can be lived more
vibrantly, more lovingly.

Women bring to this work a new perspective, asking questions that arise f rom the lif e experiences –
and suf f ering – of  women. This type of  theology is commonly called feminist theology, f rom the Latin
femina, meaning woman. It sees f aith with women’s eyes. It sees what is wrong or missing in the way
f aith has been presented insof ar as it ignores or burdens women. And it searches the tradit ion f or
powerf ul liberating elements that can transf orm lif e today.

The vision which guides f eminist theology is the one that Jesus preached, centered in his f requent
use of  the symbol “the kingdom of  God.” This reign of  God brings about a new f orm of  community
where people live in mutual respect with each other and the other living creatures of  the earth. The
goal is not reverse discrimination, a community where women dominate men; this would just continue
injustice in a new f orm. Rather, women dream of  a new heaven and a new earth, with no one group
dominating and no one group being subordinated, but each person cherished and participating
according to his or her own God-given gif ts, in genuinely reciprocal relations. With this hope, the
work of  f eminist theology today emphasizes a new appreciation of  the meaning of  Jesus Christ f or
human beings who are women.



[Elizabeth A. Johnson, CSJ, is the Distinguished Prof essor of  Theology Fordham University, New
York City, N.Y.]

 

Editor ’s note: This essay is being shared on GlobalSistersReport.org in two parts. It originally was
published in Bosnian as “Isus I Žene: Uspravite Se!” in the special 2012 issue (Isus iz Nazareta: U
Perspektivi Medureligijskog Dijaloga) of  the Sarajevo-based Franciscan journal Svjetlo Riječi. Johnson
was asked to address the topic of  women amid essays about the meaning of  Jesus Christ in a
pluralistic, multi- religious society (Catholic, Orthodox, Muslim and atheist).
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